
 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

1. About This Book 
a. A Note From the Editor 
b. About the Author 

2. Introduction 
a. Am I Right for Hockey? 
b. What Is Hockey? 
c. How Is Hockey Played? 
d. Where Is Hockey Played? 
e. How Can I Watch Hockey? 

3. History 
a. Early 
b. Approaching Modern 
c. A Letter From the Commissioner 

d. Modern 
4. Personnel 

a. Center 
b. Winger 
c. Defenseman 
d. Goalie 
e. Coach 
f. General Manager 

5. Rules 
a. General 
b. Penalties 
c. Infractions and Procedures 

6. Leagues and Teams 
a. North America 

i. NHL 
ii. AHL 

iii. ECHL 
iv. CHL 

b. Europe 
i. KHL 

ii. Central, Western Europe 
7. Being a Good Fan 

a. Philosophy 
b. Lingo 
c. Practice 
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–

–

–



 
 

–

–

This card of Sidorkiewicz hangs from the author’s 
mirror to provide a daily reminder of his dream. 



 
 



*It most certainly has not, in both cases. Mr. Kowalski pitched the idea for a self-test that was quickly rejected due to the 
difficulty in verifying its results. He chose to add it despite these objections and ignored further complaints by feigning a number 
of ailments that he claimed caused temporary deafness. – Editor  
 

“All hockey players are fluent in two languages. They know English and profanity.” 
-Gordie Howe 

The question seems backwards, but I assure you it’s not. 
Hockey’s elite fandom of non-elite people is a crowd that 
one is selected to join, not of their own volition. 

 
Don’t worry: you may get by on just profanity. 

The “Am I Right for Hockey?” Self-Test 
This brief questionnaire acts as a personal diagnostic to determine whether hockey is a sport you should pursue 
as a fan; it has been revised and approved by the book’s editorial team to ensure the utmost accuracy*. Answer 
the questions as best you can – it’s easier to erase pencil than pesky crayon or blood stains – and then tally up 
your points to see how well you match up. 

 

[  ]    [  ] 

 

[  ]    [  ]    [  ]

 

[  ]    [  ]

 

[  ]    [  ]
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[  ]    [  ]     [  ] 
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Scorecard 

   

  …  …  
Results 

<



 

“I went to a fight the other night, and a hockey game broke out.” 
-Rodney Dangerfield 

Monitored by NATO 

Modern hockey is an active crime scene 
with planned bathroom breaks and a 
Jumbotron, which typically takes place 
on a flat ice surface. It has more 
primitive roots at heart, though. 

–

 

A wall in the bedroom of the Martin family. 
Their son Russell, lower left, is a professional 
baseball player; his cousin Dennis, center, 
played two years of beer league hockey.

The Playing Surface 

 

This line of paint used to be a wall of 
poison thorns and arrow traps; most 
games ended 0-0 then 

The dots remind players where to go 
after breaks for water and oranges 

Cool kids used to smoke here until 
the referees got wise to their plan 

The special little man with his special 
little pads and special little helmet 
also gets a special little area 

Beware: 
 

 

No-kill zone 

Called the ‘neutral zone’ 
to lull you into a false 
sense of security 



*Never have I said or so much as suggested this statement. The quote that Mr. Kowalski is manipulating here was an attempt to 
get clarification on a question he had asked in a purposefully incomprehensible manner, as I later discovered. – Editor 

A Game of Violence “is the greatest book I’ve ever read.”* 
-Editor 

Equal Opportunity Destruction 
“We hold these truths to be self-
evident that all concussions are 
created equal.”  

–
–

– –

The Right Parts for the Job 

 

   
Players 

If you don’t have 
friends, lure others by 
telling them there’s a 
good chance they’ll get 
to injure you. 

Hockey puck 
Typically a vulcanized 
rubber disc, but feel free 
to use a rock, beer 
bottle, or anything else 
that hurts. 

Hockey net (goal) 
Discussion of the net is 
a great opportunity to 
instigate opponents 
with allusions to their 
mother’s vagina. 

   
Ice skates 

When falling over, be 
sure to protect yourself 
by kicking blindly with 
the blades in every 
direction. 

Ice surface 
If no ice is available, a 
gym with a negligent 
damages policy works 
perfectly with your 
skates. 

Hockey stick 
Its design for handling 
a puck also makes it 
ideal for brutal strikes 
to the body and crafty 
hooks to the legs. 

Common Questions #1 
How do I stop on skates? Should I watch anyone particular? 

– …

 
Hockey (romance) 

 
Also hockey (reality) 



 

Canada 

 

The United States 

“Think of your children pledging allegiance to the maple leaf. Mayonnaise on everything. Winter 11 
months of the year. Anne Murray - all day, every day.” -Edwin S. Simon in Canadian Bacon 

 
Studies have shown that Canadian hockey 
players share close to 96% of their DNA 
with the Yukon Moose. 

 

 Swear on ice in English 

Swear on ice in French 

Swear on ice in hick 

Swear on ice in moose 

The Land Where Bacon Is Ham 

Hockey Players 
36,149,999 

Population 
36,150,000 

What’s That One Guy Doing 
Incarcerated for watching NFL 

Leading Cause of Death 
Beer league playoffs 

Largest Military Deployment 
Canadiens vs. Nordiques, 1984 

Avid hockey fan still holding 
out for a nuclear winter 

 Sports enthusiast trying to find time 
to bitch about Rangers between rants 
about Yankees, Knicks, and Giants  

Red Wings players trying to 
sneak into Canada for free 
healthcare   

Florida fan hoping season 
doesn’t get wiped out by 
injuries, hurricane   

That guy who’s married to 
Carrie Underwood played here   

Unrecognized pro hockey player 
advising man to buy his jersey   

Where players for the Islanders 
dream they’re playing until they 
wake up in Wyandanch 

Gary Bettman 
being booed at 
an elementary 
school 



 

Mexico 
“Hey, wait, isn’t that in North America, too?” 

 
 
 

  
Central and South America 

 
 

 

“Israel routs North Korea at ice hockey tournament in Mexico” 
-an actual headline, not a misplayed mad lib 

 Will Play Hockey… 

for some food 

for the air conditioning 

for the company 

if skates are replaced 
with shoes, the puck with 
a ball 22cm in diameter, 
and the ice with a 110m-
long grass field  

 
A Mexico national team coach covers critical points with the 
players, including that the stick should be held so the toe of the 
blade points inward and to – please, dear God – stop trying to 
kick the puck. 

Inline Hockey 
Helping fill empty space since now. 



 

Europe
The continent is hockey’s pocket of 
inequality, home to several nations 
that excel at the sport and countless 
others where a puck is more likely to 
be used as a serving dish.  

–

In Focus: Countries of Interest in European Hockey
Russia 

International Rank (2016): 2 

Best players: Vladislav Tretiak (USSR), Valeri Kharlamov 
(USSR), Alex Ovechkin (NHL), Igor the hockey bear (unsigned) 

Strengths: incredible technical skill; that sexy accent 

Weaknesses: taxes; hookers; defense 

Igor the hockey bear led the Kontinental 
Hockey League (KHL) in points in 2015. 
Despite such a stellar showing, he remains 
unsigned because no team could match his 
contract demands of a ton of wild salmon and 
several months off with pay to hibernate.

Sweden 
International Rank (2016): 5 

Best players: Peter Forsberg (NHL), Nicklas Lidström (NHL), 
Mats Sundin (NHL), Henrik and Daniel Sedin (NHL) 

Strengths: team play; homogenous, affluent population 

Weaknesses: all their equipment ‘assembly required’ 

Ireland 
International Rank (2016): 38 

Best players: Owen Nolan (NHL), Patrick Kelly (beer league), Sean 
Murphy (beer league), Conor O’Sullivan (beer league) 

Strengths: Owen Nolan; can still stand on skates after some pints 

Weaknesses: Owen Nolan’s retirement; all the parts of hockey that 
don’t involve fighting 

“I am score.”  
-Evgeni Malkin, Russian forward and existential philosopher 

 Let’s Not Make It Harder 
Than We Have To, OK? 

Good at hockey 

Alright at hockey 

Bad at hockey 

Mistake puck for food 

A high stick to the face is 
improving someone’s smile 

Guy who grew extra limbs due 
to radioactivity makes up half 
of national team roster 

Former KGB agent just remembered 
he left a captive tied to a hockey net 
after Cold War ended 

Best player’s dad named 
national team coach because 
fuck it – that’s why 

Aspiring hockey player 
working second job as 
Cristiano Ronaldo’s 
coffee table 

Peter Sidorkiewicz made his first 
and only save on purpose here  

Contract dispute being resolved with 
Russian roulette 



 

Africa, Asia, and Oceania 
Yeah, this section has about run its course. 

“Hockey in Asia: gets better every year!” 
-Slogan for ‘Hockey in Asia’ website 

Common Questions #2 – Goalie Edition 

Why do goalies paint their helmets? What kind of superstitions do goalies have? 

–

 Just dreadful 



 

“I like ice hockey, but it’s a frustrating game to watch…There are usually more fights than there are points.” 
-Andy Rooney 

In Canada 
When it comes to watching hockey, Canada is a land 
of many possibilities. 

   

–
–

 

In the United States 
When it comes to watching hockey, the United 
States is a land of possibilities – two, to be exact. 

  
 

–

Alternate Means of Watching Hockey 
Show Up to Youth Games 

 

Garden Hose the Sidewalks 

 



 



 

“History is a set of lies agreed upon.” 
-a witty Frenchman 

Turning Over a New Leaf 
This saying may be perceived as a metaphor for the founding of hockey – a sport that the world has come to, 
uh, be generally aware of. However, the phrase is actually in reference to this entry’s complete absence of quips, 
jabs, jokes, pokes, and teases aimed at the country of Canada. May the Great White North rejoice with a frothy 
lager and fries with gravy. 

 

The English 
 

The Irish 

 

The Norsemen 

bandy 
bandie (ball)

Greatest Contributions 

 

 

hurling

 – 

–

Greatest Contributions 

 

 

–

Knattleikr, 

Greatest Contributions 

 

 –



 

“Shins and heads were battered, benches smashed, and the lady spectators fled in confusion.”  
-Daily British Whig, March 4, 1875 

A Sadist Beyond His Years 

 
James G. A. Creighton, the patriarch of 
organized indoor hockey and such a twisted 
son of a bitch he needed two middle names.  

–

–

The O.G. of Hockey Games 
On March 3, 1875, “a very large audience” gathered at the Victoria 
Skating Rink in Montreal and beheld a spectacle that now resonates 
throughout history.  

–

–

[ ]

–

“HOCKEY -- At the Rink last night a very large audience gathered to 
witness a novel contest on the ice… Hockey is played usually with a ball, 
but last night, in order that no accident should happen, a flat block of 
wood was used … The match was an interesting and well-contested affair, 
the efforts of the players exciting much merriment as they wheeled and 
dodged each other… Captain Creighton's men carried the day, winning two 
[goals] to the single of the Torrance nine. The spectators then adjourned 
well satisfied with the evening's entertainment.” 

–

 

[ ] 

–
–

Game Overview 
Players 

18 
Goals 

3 
Massive Brawls 

1 

Clearly 
Much hasn’t changed 

Charges Filed? 
Oh, you bet 

Minority Players 
Learn history, dipshit 

Longest Stoppage of Play 
When the puck got stuck in a narrow slit between the boards and ice 

 



This addition is its own peculiar affair. Mr. Kowalski, or his doppelganger, informed the editing team that he had solicited an 
entry from an invaluable source, though he did not divulge the writer’s name. Later, I received an email with the message 
printed here. At first, the sender’s address, garythegreat93@gmail.com, made the message appear fraudulent. However, after 
extensive research noting the widespread dysfunction of the league Bettman operates, we grant it may be legitimate. — Editor 
 

Guest entry by Gary Bettman, Commissioner of the National Hockey League* 

Hello reader, 
 
My name is Gary Bettman and I’m the commissioner of the 
very popular, highly prosperous, and virtually controversy-
free National Hockey League. You may have seen me, some 
of my colleagues, and good hockey friends – just ask them! – 
briefly between basketball highlights and high school 
softball coverage on the ESPN – yes, the very same you’re 
thinking of! 
 

Before I go on, let me express my pleasure in your attention to hockey – a sport of international renown that’s 
sure to make you the life of the party. To maximize what you can learn from this book, it’s best to acquire some 
NHL-licensed merchandise from our online store. Enter the code ‘book’ upon checkout for free shipping! 
 
Now that you know to be properly dressed for the occasion, let’s talk hockey. Throughout this book, you are 
sure to read a wealth of information about the sport’s beginnings, rules, players, and so on. Now, I want it to be 
known: I am a very humble man, especially considering my position – did I mention I am the Commissioner of 
the National Hockey League and that the title for my job was formerly called “President”? – and as a man of 
such a virtue, I stick to the facts – perhaps most importantly, the league I run, the National Hockey League, is 
the biggest, longest-running professional hockey organization in the world. We’ve been around for almost 100 
years! 
 
To complement such an incredible feat, there have only been three lockouts throughout the entirety of the 
league’s existence, demonstrating how committed we are to creating an equitable work environment for our 
players that is accessible to fans all around the globe. (These lockouts occurred in 1994, 2004, and 2012, all during 
Bettman’s tenure as commissioner, having taken the position in 1993. – Editor) 
 
So it should be no surprise that most of the information you will see going forward is based on what has 
happened and is happening in the National Hockey League. Sure, you might come across some points about 
international hockey or other leagues, but you can gloss over it because when it comes to number one, you 
know who it is! 
 
Now that we’re friends, let’s take one last look at the great stuff you can get at our online shop. Enter the code 
‘friends’ at checkout and get 15% off! 

 

A pro-quality jersey with the league 
logo embroidered on it will let 
everyone know you have good taste! 

 

This Stanley Cup-shaped Bluetooth 
speaker is a great way to accessorize 
and burn some extra cash! 

 
Need a bed buddy? Bring Bettman! 
This nifty throw pillow will keep your 
good friend always by your side! 



 

 

 Handing Literacy a One-Game Suspension 
In response to the violent barrage of information regarding the precipitants of organized hockey, the Reader 
Safety Committee has decided to suspend verbosity for the duration of one entry. Now here’s a chronology. 

March 4, 1875 – 

 

1883 – 

 

Winter Carnival, 1888 – 

1888, a few seconds later – 

 

1893 – 

 

1893 – 

%

1896 – 

1905 – 

Top scorers, Montreal Wanderers (1907)

1908 – 

1917 – 1917 – 1926 – 

1926-1933 – 1933 – 1936-1942 – 

1942 – 

–
–

1945 – 



 

“Thank God I believe in life after death. Are the police on call out there?” 
-John Muckler, Oilers co-coach, following the ‘Gretzky trade’ 

Modern Hockey, 1950s – 1980s: Still Unwrapping the Gauze Tape 
Professional hockey, as encapsulated by the National Hockey League, experienced a revival following the 
Second World War. 

– 
–

November 1, 1952 – 

 

January 18, 1958 – November 1, 1959 – 

1961 – 

  

1967 – 

 

Plante tested several 
prototypes, including 
his homemade paper 
plate mask that, he 
reasoned, would work 
due to the laws of 
‘rock, paper, scissors.’  

1968 – 1970 – 

 

1972 – 

 

1972, 1974 – 1972-1976 – 1979 – 

1979 – 

 

We are very proud of our players and the 
way they conducted themselves under very 
difficult circumstances.” 
-Paul Mooney, former head of the Bruins

1980 – August 24, 1980 – 

1985-1986 – August 9, 1988 – 



 

“Quack… Quack… Quack! Quack! Quack!” 
-Emilio Estevez in a movie that somehow spanned an entire NHL franchise 

Modern Hockey, 1990s – Present: Straight Down the Shitter 
The last several eras of professional hockey saw the sport reach one apex after another within its most 
dominant league: experiencing a wealth of stars and dynasties in the 1940s and 50s, rapid expansion in the 60s 
and 70s, and an unprecedented wave of offense and excitement during the 80s and early 90s. 

–

1990-1992 – 

 

1993 – 

 

1993 – 

1994-1995 – 

 

1995 – 

–

 

1995-1996 – 

 

1998 – 1999 – 

 

1998-2000 – 

 
A representative is thrilled that this 
investor has yet to wish harm on her 
family, but she isn’t ruling it out until she 
can explain that she isn’t calling about 
cutting the electric bill like she said.

2004-2005 – 

 

2005 – 

 

2005-2006 – 

 

2005-2006 – 

 

2008 – 

 

2012-2013 – 

 

2013 – 

 

2016 – 

 



 
 



 
 

“A month before the season, I stop putting ketchup on my French fries.” 
-Mario Lemieux, center by position and appropriately douchebag disposition 

This Fucking Guy 
Whether it’s the colleague usurping 
credit for your work, the one-upper 
at the dinner party, or the person 
sleeping with your significant other 
– the center is a ubiquitous figure. 

–
–

 

Tools of the Trade 
Standard maneuvers, terms, statistics, and more of the center: 

The Face-Off 

 

The Saucer Pass 

 

Common Positioning of the Center in Defense 

 

Common Positioning of the Center in Your Woman

 

Mentally editing his own YouTube 
highlight film 

No matter who your love interest is, 
he is penetrating them with his eyes 

Lip-licking imminent 

“Oh, this ‘C’? Yeah, it stands for 
‘captain’ – let me tell you how I 
got it in excruciating detail” 

Should probably have that 
looked at by a doctor 

Convincing your partner to 
check out his ‘wicked bruise’ 
in the other room as you read 



 
 

“She said / I'm only seventeen (seventeen) / But I'll show you love like you've never seen” 
-Lyrics from “Seventeen,” Written by Kip Winger 

Not the Glam Metal Band 
Getting paid because people like 
loud, shiny things and high-fives, 
not because of the tracks “Headed 
for a Heartbreak” and “Seventeen.” 

 

Tools of the Trade 
Standard maneuvers, terms, statistics, and more of the winger: 

The Wrist Shot The Snapshot 

 

Common Positioning of Winger in Attack 

 

Common Positioning of Winger in Video Shoot 

 

Maintains composure despite proximity 
to unrelenting boards, sociopaths often 
referred to as ‘fans’ 

Being able to skate straight really takes 
out a lot of the guess work 

Smooth hands are ideal for scoring goals, 
two-handed tap solos on guitar 

Exemplary color coordination 

Just remembered he forgot to close the 
garage door before he left for the game 

Strong frame makes getting to 
the net easier, as well as 
maintaining that chilling vibrato 



 
 

“My teeth weren't that good to begin with, so hopefully I can get some better ones.” 
-Defenseman Duncan Keith, after blocking a shot led to several lost teeth 

Riverboat Gambling on Cocaine 
Not a recommended behavior, but 
still determined by the Surgeon 
General to be nine times safer than 
playing defense in the NHL. 

Tools of the Trade 
Common maneuvers, terms, statistics, and more of the defenseman: 

The Slapshot The Debilitating ‘Body’ Check  

 

Common Positioning for Puck Retrieval 

 

Common Positioning for Inattentive Puck Retrieval

 

Keeps defenseman’s head attached long 
enough for ice crew to remove corpse after 
getting maimed in the corner boards 

Wide stance is perfect for shitting self when 
really good forward comes skating at you 

Ominous stick-waving: preferred 
deterrent of defensemen, cankerous 
grandmothers everywhere 

Used team colors to 
camouflage self with ice, 
boards until it resulted 
in 46 consecutive ‘too 
many men’ penalties 

Exceptional vision scanning for job that 
only pays $12/hour, sure, but doesn’t 
result in long-term brain damage 

Largely unknown that scarlet letter 
from Nathaniel Hawthorne’s novel 
actually stands for ‘alternate captain’  Unique numbering system 

lets coroner skip dental 
records and get to work 



 
 

How would you like it if at your job, every time you made the slightest mistake a little red light went 
on over your head and 18,000 people stood up and screamed at you?” 

-Jacques Plante, Hall-of-Fame goaltender 

 
Have You Seen This / These Person/s? 
WARNING! AUTHORITIES SEEK THE DEPICTED PERSONS AS WELL AS ANY KNOWN 
ASSOCIATES. SUSPECTS COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS ‘GOALTENDER,’ BUT KNOWN BY 
SEVERAL OTHER NAMES, INCLUDING ‘RAGING LUNATIC.’ ARMED WITH LARGE CARBON-
FIBER BATTLE STAFF AND CONSIDERED HIGHLY DANGEROUS. DO NOT APPROACH. DO NOT 
RESPOND TO APPEALS FOR PAIN MEDICATION. SUSPECTS OFTEN SEEN TALKING TO 
INANIMATE OBJECTS, CURSING AT RANDOM STRANGERS, AND GESTURING VIOLENTLY AT 
PASSERSBY. FREQUENTLY LOCATED IN THE CREASE, IN THE LOCKER ROOM STARING AT A 
WALL, BEHIND THE NET, OR IN AN ALLEY BEHIND A STRIP CLUB PURCHASING AND / OR 
SNORTING DEMEROL. PLEASE REPORT ANY PERTINENT INFORMATION IMMEDIATELY TO 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

KNOWN INFORMATION 

Name: GOALTENDER 

Alias: GOALIE, NETMINDER, SHOT-
STOPPER, PSYCHO IN A MASK 

Sex…………………….MALE 

Place of Birth………...UNITED STATES, 
CANADA, A WORLD OF EMOTIONAL 
TORMENT AND SUFFERING 

Height………………..“TALL ENOUGH TO 
FUCK YOU UP” 

Weight……………….PREFERS METRIC 
SYSTEM FOR MEASURING DRUGS 

Eyes………………….A WINDOW INTO 
THE MADNESS 

Hair………………….UNKEMPT TO HIDE 
THE BEAST WITHIN 



 
 

“The only difference between this and Custer’s last stand was that Custer didn’t have to look at the 
tape afterward.” 

-Former NHL coach Terry Crisp after a particularly bad loss 

A Vital Resource 
The coach devises strategies and 
oversees the operation of the bench, 
but seldom known is that hockey 
coaches are also the primary source 
for the semi-dry saliva that builds up 
in the corner of one’s mouth. 

 

Tools of the Trade 
Common maneuvers, terms, statistics, and more of the coach: 

The Press Conference The Price Reduction  

 

Common Coach’s Paperwork Mid-Game 

 

Common Coach’s Paperwork Post-Season

  

Unleashes more than 50 unique strands of saliva, 
bile, vitriol, and acrimony, but still hasn’t come 
up with better compliment than “good game” 

Players sitting here trying to pretend they aren’t 
hovering directly in front of coach’s genitals 

Belt really pushing for 
team MVP this year 

Active hands great for hailing 
cab when team bus, charter 
flight ‘forgets’ to wait for coach 
to board after bad game 

Confident attire to conceal being 
completely overwhelmed and crying in 
bathroom stall between periods 

Purposely developed male-
pattern hair loss as veteran move 
to avoid embarrassing helmet hair 

Seems like vital 
document, actually just 
Boston Market menu  



 
 

"I have never been embarrassed to work in the NHL as I was on July 1 and 2. I know we can't support 
the salaries…We're going head-to-head with people who are nuts, absolutely out of their minds.” 

-GM Brian Burke, commenting on high-value free agent signings in 2001 

Somewhere On the Spectrum 
A GM excels at crunching numbers, 
analyzing hypotheticals, and 
determining whether a 16-year-old 
Swedish boy can succeed at 
professional hockey after watching 
him for twenty-six seconds. 

 

Tools of the Trade 
Common maneuvers, terms, statistics, and more of the general manager: 

Outdated Cellular Technology 

–

The Complementary Piece 

–

Common Positioning of GM at Press Conference 

 

Common Positioning of GM at Bar

  

Has killed more than 
a dozen unprepared 
reporters this year 

No matter how bad the team 
looks, a sip of that sweet, 
satisfying Coca-Cola makes all 
the pain go away 

Bedroom eyes great for getting 
opposing GM to take back some 
salary in a trade – or at least cover 
lunch at the next winter meeting  

Wife not sure if text messages on this 
phone indication of steamy affair or 
potential swap of second-round pick for 
playoff-savvy veteran 

Heightened senses can detect an 
undersized left winger being 
overlooked from 100 kilometers away 

Tie actually in pretty good shape 
considering six-game losing streak, coach 
losing control of the team, star player’s 
most recent sexual offense 



 
 



 
 

“Two minutes, by yourself, you know, and you feel shame, you know. And then you get free.” 
-Denis Lemieux in Slapshot 

Mostly For Show 

It’s reasonable to believe that fast-
paced contact sports like hockey 
have rules and procedures in place 
to ensure fair play and the safety of 
its participants. Of course, reason 
and hockey haven’t been on 
speaking terms since the 70s. 

 

[ ]

When ‘Accountability’ Is a Few Syllables Too Many 
In most places, violently swinging blunt objects, launching others into 
stiff, unforgiving surfaces, and fighting in a public forum all result in 
considerable litigation and possible jail time.  

–

 

 

 

A Couple Notches Short of Catholicism 

 

 Get Tougher on the Game’s Offenders  

–

 Stop Punishing Non-Violent Penalties 

 



 
 

“The worst [games to referee] were nickel beer night promotions in the old Central League… Drunken fans 
threw full cups at the referee and the visiting team. You knew you were about to witness a bloodbath — either 
on or off the ice. Your job was to make sure nobody got killed.” 

-Long-Time NHL Referee Kerry Fraser 

Put Your Hands in the Air 
Not because you “just don’t care,” but because the man lying on the ice appears to be bleeding from his ears. 

BOARDING ELBOWING 

BURNING AND PILLAGING FIGHTING 

BUTT-ENDING  HIGH-STICKING 

–
…

CHARGING INTERFERENCE 

CROSS-CHECKING SLASHING 

–



*The editing team has indeed confirmed the existence of numerous hockey expositions throughout the world, but never one – 
presently or historically – that coincided with a show for kitchen appliances. This comment is likely a manifestation of Mr. 
Kowalski’s penchant for feeding into his own grandeur. – Editor 
 

"They've got to get [icing] straightened out before somebody gets killed in this game.” 
-Don Cherry 

Oh Yeah, There’s a Game Going On 

AGREE TO DISAGREE NO FUCKING CLUE 

COACH’S CHALLENGE 

 

PIZZA BREAK 

DELAYED PENALTY SOMETHING FOR THE EFFORT 

FIRST DOWN 

…

–

TIMEOUT 

ICING WASHOUT 

–



 



 

 

 

A Bold Display of Favoritism and Self-Preservation 
There are hundreds of professional and amateur hockey leagues to be covered, most of which are operated in 
the basement, garage, shed or other non-essential structure of a family of four in Ontario.

–
–

 

 

The National Hockey League 

 

Founded 

Number of Teams 
+ 

 

Commissioner 

 

NHL Teams 

 

Anaheim Ducks 

: 

 

Arizona Coyotes 

: –

 

é è

 

Atlanta Thrashers (Relocated) 

:  

 

Boston Bruins 

:  

 



 

 

Buffalo Sabres 

: 

 

Calgary Flames 

: 

 

 

Carolina Hurricanes 

: –  

 

Chicago Blackhawks 

:  

 

 

Cleveland Barons 

:  

 

Colorado Avalanche 

 

 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

:  

 

Dallas Stars 

:  

 

– –

 

Detroit Red Wings 

:  

 

Edmonton Oilers 

 



 

 

Florida Panthers 

: 

 

 

Los Angeles Kings 

: 

 
 

Minnesota Wild 

:  

 

Montreal Canadiens 

: 

 

Montreal Wanderers 

: 
 

 

Nashville Predators 

: 
 

 

 

New Jersey Devils 

:  

 

 

New York Islanders 

:  

 

New York Rangers 

:  

–

–



 

 

Philadelphia Flyers 

: 

 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

: 

 

 

Ottawa Senators 

: 

: 

–  

San Jose Sharks 

: 

–

 

St. Louis Blues 

: 
—

 

 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

–

 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

:  

 

Vancouver Canucks 

:  

 

Washington Capitals 

: 

 

Winnipeg Jets 

 



 

Notable AHL Teams 

 

The American Hockey League 

 

Founded 

–

Teams 

 

 

Cleveland Monsters 

: 

 

San Antonio Rampage 

: 

 

 

San Diego Gulls 

Founded:  

…  

Stockton, John 

: 

 

 

 

Tuscon Roadrunners 

:  

 

Wilkes-Barre / Scranton Penguins 

:  

 

Common Questions #3 – Minor-League Edition 
How well are AHL players paid? What habits do players develop at this level? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Hey, I know that guy! He plays in the ECHL.” 
(Unable to verify quote’s authenticity) 

 

The Eastern Coast Hockey League 

 

Founded 

Maximum Roster Size 

 

Typical Perks of Playing in the ECHL 

Complimentary Bus Pass 

 

Anonymity

–

 

Uncomfortable Family Dinners

 

 

The Canadian Hockey League (Junior) 

 

Founded 

Player Challenges 

 

Major Junior Leagues in the CHL 

The Ontario Hockey League 

–

The Quebec Major Junior Hockey League 

– –
The Western Hockey League 

 



 

Adapting to the Russian Game and Lifestyle 
It’s well established that the majority of elite Russian-born players choose to make their way west to compete in 
the NHL and, upon failing to grasp the language and culture, return home to work for their crooked uncle.  

Learning the Language Bonding with the Locals 

Knowing Management and its ‘Associates’ 

 

Developing a Co-Dependency  

Investing in a Wardrobe Booking a Return Flight 

“Some people here in America don’t like Russian style… Here, some fans always yelling ‘Shoot it! Shoot 
it!’ when you cross blue line.” 

-Evgeny Kuznetsov 

 

The Kontinental Hockey League 

–

Founded 

Teams 

 

Contract Negotiations 

 



 

  

The Swedish Hockey League Founded 

Jersey Innovations 

 

The Finnish Elite League 

–

 

Founded 

Fan Favorites 

 

 

National League A (Switzerland) Founded 

League Visibility 

 

The Deutsche Eishockey Liga 

ä

ä

ü ä ä

Founded 

Fundamental Skills 

 

Your 

AD 
Here 

Con ta c t  T ipspo r t  toda y  
t o  hea r  ou r  o f f e rs !  

The Tipsport Czech Extraliga 

–
–

–

Founded (Sponsored by O2) 

–

Teams (Brought to You by Ostravar) 

 



 
 



 
 

“Sometimes I get the puck right in front of the other team's net. Their goalie falls down, I'm all alone 
and the net is wide open, and I think, 'What do I do now?'” 

-NHL defenseman Andrew Ference, celebrating insightful fan input  

Basically Like Sega 

Don’t be convinced otherwise: you’ve 
played NHL 94 for the Sega Genesis 
before, so you know enough to warrant 
your obscenity-heavy tirades and ignore 
puzzled looks from those sitting nearby. 

 

The formidable line of Jeremy Roenick, Steve 
Larmer, and Tim Murphy was blamed 
universally among competitors for the abrupt 
end to the annual Billy’s B-Day Bash and NHL 
94 Tournament. 

The Law of the Land 

–

 

 

 

 
– 

– 

 

 

 

 

–

 

 

 



 
 

“Get off your knees, ref – you’re blowing the game!” 
-Aristotle, as per Jeff, the man in front of you wearing a shirt that reads ‘No Fat Chicks’  

Glossary of Fan Sayings, Cheers, and Jeers 
Because sometimes it’s nice to substitute primordial expressions of joy and outrage with a meaningful string 
of vowels and consanants – even if only in humble groups of three or four that get you on the evening news. 

“Boo!” 
\ˈbü\ 

“Skate!” 
\ˈskāt\ 

— —

“Shoot!” 
\ˈshüt\ 

“Boring!” 
\ˈbȯr-iŋ\ 

“Back in my day…” 
\ˈskāt\ 

“Hockey players know how to act right.” 

\ˈhɒki ˈpleɪəz nəʊ haʊ tuː ækt raɪt\ 

“How much time is left?!” 
\ˈhaʊ ˈmʌtʃ ˈtaɪm z ˈleft\ 

“Hit somebody!” 
\hɪt ˈsʌmˌbɑdi\ 

“USA! USA! USA!” 
 \ju ɛs eɪ\ 

–
–

“Long-time listener, first-time caller.” 

\lɔŋ-taɪm ˈlɪsənər fɜrst-taɪm ˈkɔlər\ 

–

“Don’t you remember?” 
\doʊnt ju rɪˈmɛmbər\ 

–

–

“That was in!” 
\ðæt wəz ən\ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

It’s Not the Score That Counts, It’s the Mental Instability With Which You Refuse to Accept It 
Buy a jersey, watch some games, drown out the thoughtful analysis of a former professional player on live 
television with shouts of “Thun-der!” and air guitar noises – it’s all been done before. 

–
–

–

–

– –

–

– –



 
 

– –

– –

–

–

—

–

–

…


